Nuachtlitir Choláiste De Lacy
Nollaig 2020

Nollaig agus Athbhliain shuaimhneach is shonasach
Wishing you peace and happiness for
Christmas and the New Year
From all of the staff and students of Coláiste De Lacy
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A message from Leadership
Dear Parent/Guardian and Staff Member,
As we approach the end of Term 2, we want to take this opportunity to sincerely thank the entire school
community again for all their efforts since re-opening. Together, we have all managed to re-open our
school, keep it open, and keep it running smoothly. It has been very challenging for everyone but
thankfully, there still has not been any transmission within the school building to date.
The DES Inspectorate recently visited the school as part of a new inspection model for all schools;
Supporting the Safe Provision of Schooling. Feedback from the inspection was extremely positive and
complimentary. In particular, they commended the level of detail that we have put into our Covid-19
Response Plan. A plan is simply a piece of paper but the real success is in the consistent implementation
of the plan each day by every member of our school community. This is driven by a deep rooted sense of
respect, care, compassion and civic duty. While we are always proud of our staff and students, this term,
their collective effort has genuinely saved lives!
There has been more hard work and effort by everyone this term and we have only listed some of the
highlights/developments/initiatives below:
•
The school had in excess of 300 applications for First Year 2021-2022. The Board of Management of
the school responded to the demand by increasing intake for next year from five classes of thirty
(150) to six classes of thirty students (180). CDL and ACS collaborate closely on enrolment and the
process is ongoing. Round 3 offers were posted this week
•
The Learning Conference for our sixth year students was a fantastic opportunity for teachers, sixth
year students and their parents/guardians to engage in professional dialogue about the students
learning
•
In place of Parent-Teacher Meetings for other year groups, there is increased assessment (formative
& summative) and reporting (in line with DES and TUI (union) guidance). Please check E-Portal
for live updates. The students have their log-in details and parents can use these to access E-Portal
•
The Digital Leadership Team developed guidelines for both students and staff in remote
learning……just in case! On the same day as the LC Learning Conference, these guidelines were
road-tested when all other year groups were invited to log in remotely. The date was originally in
the school calendar as a training day for staff but the percentage of students that logged in was
incredible and the Digital Leadership Team will review and amend the guidelines as necessary.
This team are also in the process of surveying staff, students and parents/guardians on the iPads
•
The Student Council held their elections and continue to work hard to ensure that student voice is
heard
•
The school produced and published a Virtual Tour which is on the school website. The link was
distributed to the sixth class teachers of the feeder primary schools. You can check it out on the
school website
•
Staff have participated in an extraordinary amount of Health & Safety training (mostly in their
own time), including; general Health & Safety training, the administration of various medications
(Epipens/Bucoclam/Glucagon), First Aid Responder training, Manual Handling training and Fire
Warden training……. We are all trained out as we approach the Christmas holidays!
•
The TY students have been engaging in workshops (in school and online) and they have even been
producing De News reports again. These have been very entertaining.
So much has been achieved in extraordinary circumstances! However, we have reminded the whole school
that Covid-19 is still a real risk in our community and the risk of infection may be even higher in January
when we return due to the easing of restrictions over the coming weeks. Therefore, we respectfully ask
you to limit your son/daughters contacts over the holidays and encourage them to wear masks in public.
Staff and students could unknowingly bring the virus into the school community upon returning to school
if they do not protect themselves and others. Please continue to do a great job at discussing all of the
public health advice with your son/daughter, e.g.; correct hand washing techniques, good respiratory
etiquette for coughing/sneezing, the correct wearing of face masks…etc.
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A message from Leadership
We need your continued support and compliance to keep our staff and students safe and to ensure
that our school stays open. We also need to ensure that the State Examinations can go ahead as
planned in 2021.
Once again, I wish to thank everyone for all of the hard work and co-operation to date. We will
hopefully have another successful Term 3/4/5 and we will continue to work hard to keep everyone
safe. We appreciate that while Christmas is ordinarily a time for celebration with family and friends,
many of us will be missing people around the table this year. Our thoughts and prayers are with
families who have experienced job loss or bereavement.
Sincere thanks and appreciation to you all! Please stay safe and maintain infection-prevention
practices.
Kind regards,
Janice Uí Bheoláin (Principal) & Barry O’Higgins (Deputy Principal)

2nd year Secret Student
Second Year students took part in this year's Secret Student, an initiative run by
the school's Positive Behaviour Team. The competition involved each base class
competing against one another over a number of weeks and in a number of ways.
Teachers were asked to rate the students both individually and as a class at times in
areas such as punctuality, uniform, materials, homework, class participation and
general behaviour. Students did not know who the nominated teacher was however,
so the aim of the game was to always excel in each area.
It was touch and go between many of the class groups and there were times where
nobody was a sure bet. However, Rang Setanta pulled together and persevered to win
the competition outright in the end - a proud moment for the class and their
caomhnóir Máistir Campbell. Their efforts were recognised all around the school and
were rewarded with a film and more importantly...pizza! Well done to all involved and
a huge thank you to Máistir Brennan and Máistir Ó Donoghue for organising and
running this brilliant initiative. We look forward to competing again in the future.
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1st year Reflections on Term 1 & 2

In first year it was difficult
with all the Covid
restrictions.I made loads of
new friends.I’ve learnt so
much so far.All the teachers
are so welcoming.I feel so
happy with my base class
because I have so many
friends from primary.I can’t
wait to be able to see the
school normally.
-Chloe

I was really nervous at the
beginning, but now I found
out that Coláiste De Lacy is
a very welcoming school. I
have enjoyed most of the
tasters and getting to know
other teachers and
students. I now feel part of
the school now

My first term has been fun. I
have made lots of new friends
that I have never seen before.
The most fun part was probably
PE. My favourite subject is
woodwork. All the subjects are
fun. All the teachers are really
nice and caring.
There has been lots of good
things that happened to me
during this first school term.
I can’t wait for the GAA to start
back that will be fun.
Hopefully next term will be like
that as well

I was really nervous before
starting Coláiste De Lacy. I
didn’t know what to expect.
But I can honestly say
I LOVE 1st Year! It is very
different to Primary School
but in a positive way! I love
the subjects, tasters,
teachers, students, canteen
and much more! This year is
different than previous years
but I don’t mind too much.
This school is AMAZING!
-Shóna

Things I have done while
completing my first term in
Cólaiste De Lacy: I have
made new friends, have met
new people, have got to try
different practical subjects,
have had a better mindset,
have learned new things &
been challenged

It has been good I have loved making new friends and loved having
fun with old friends
I have enjoyed having a laugh at
Clann time and I have loved having
new teachers every lesson and I
think I got lucky with my teachers .
I love doing tasters I have enjoyed
all mine so far I have loved loved
woodwork it was very fun . I love
having the responsibility to get to
class on time and so far I have
found my Coláiste de Lacy
experience really fun and enjoyable.
I have had a few ups and downs but
I think everything should be good
and uphill from here
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1st year Reflections on Term 1 & 2

I am thoroughly enjoying my
first year in Coláiste de
Lacy, I have loved the new
experience! The teachers and
staff are very pleasant as
well as all of the students.
The atmosphere throughout
he school is great. I am
thankful to be in this school
and to be part of such a
lovely school community.
-Belle

In my time in Coláiste De
Lacy, I have really had and
excellent time in this new
school. I have only made a few
friends although with the
friends I made, we have been
getting along well. I enjoy
most classes such as, history,
science, P.E., CSPE and a few
more. My most favourite
subject is history so far in the
year.
-Ieva

I have really enjoyed my first term
here. I have made lots of new friends in
my base class and in my taster. I think
our class have become very close over
the past few weeks with the food trail
and secret teacher competition. I have
done lots of tests over the past two
weeks and I’m really happy with my
results. I joined the sketch book club
and the baking club and I also ran for
student council. I have really enjoyed
doing my tasters and plan to take art
next year. My favourite subjects are
history, English, Irish, maths, science,
geography and Spanish. I like all of my
teachers and always try and complete
my work to the best of my ability.

I have had a very enjoyable time
at Coláiste De Lacy I have made
a lot of friends all throughout
the year. I’m really looking
forward to going to the sports
club for football. My favourite
subjects are definitely PE,
History, Maths and English.
Overall, I’m glad I picked
Coláiste De Lacy.
- Eoin

School is going well.
I've been enjoying
school. I have made
new friends from the
class. My favourite
subjects are Maths,
Irish and Science.
-Jack

I have enjoyed the first half
of first year so much. I have
made loads of friends in my
base class and other classes.
COVID19 has such an
impact on how we go to
school, so I know I’m not
getting the full experience
of secondary school just yet.
I have enjoyed all tasters so
far.
-Zoe
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CDL Student Council Update
Well Done to the Student Council Members of 2019-2020. Their term of office is now over, but
they have made major strides in the development of the council in the school over the past 12
months. The Council meets twice a month, where members ratify and debate school policies, raise
issues voiced to them by students in their relevant year groups and they also contribute their ideas
to Themed Weeks in the school.
Many of the Council's suggestions were employed in a very successful Wellbeing Week this Year.
The students created a 'First Year Welcome Video'. It involved members outlining the basics
regarding the day to day running of the school and also giving tips and advice on how to get the
best out of their First Year in Coláiste De Lacy. Furthermore, there were doodling events and a
Clann Time Quiz organised at the end of the week.
In addition, the Student Council played a role in the introduction of earphones policy in the
school. The Policy is currently on a trial basis. The aim of the policy is to outline clear rules and
expectations regarding earphones in the school in order for them to play a positive role in the
learning environment of the school.
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CDL Student Council Election
Student Elections
Student Council Elections took place in the last few weeks. Well done to all the
students who put themselves forward to represent their year groups. All candidates
gave excellent speeches and they should be very proud of themselves.
The following students were elected for each Year Group.
First Year
Belle Kearney
Robert Harmon

Third Year
Jeese IKpe
Amy Kenny

Fifth Year
Emerald Ikpe
Lindsey Adie

Second Year
Daegan Browne
Thomas Elmes

Fourth Year
Kacey
McGrane

Sixth Year
Matthew
Byrne
Ose Okosun
Mueed Badru

CDL leading the way on local issues
Massive Well Done to Matthew Byrne in 6th Year, who chaired the Louth Meath
ISSU regional meeting Last Month. The Irish Second Level Students Union aims to
provide students with a forum for their voices to be heard on issues that are of
importance, to not only each student representative, but their fellow students also.
Matthew brought up challenges regarding Climate change and the technological/
broadband obstacles that students face, which was highlighted by having to learn
from home during the first COVID 19 Lockdown.
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Introduction to BLP Workshop 2020
Building Learning Power has been an integral
part of the educational culture in Coláiste De
Lacy ever since it first opened its doors back
in 2014. BLP is about helping young people
help themselves become better learners,
developing students learning habits and
preparing young people for a lifetime of
learning. The staff at CDL are committed to
developing BLP within the school and
nurturing the associated learning habits
within all students.
This years 'Introduction to BLP' workshop took place on Monday the 19th of October
2020. The workshop was facilitated by Máistir Talty and 8 new CDL teachers
participated in the workshop. Another two workshops are scheduled for Term 2 and 3
of this school year where members of staff will showcase their innovative teaching
strategies and ideas around the area of BLP.

CDL Study skills week 2020
CDL study skills week 2020 ran
from Monday 23rd to Friday
the 27th of November. The
rationale behind this week was
to support senior students in an
area that they had identified as
challenging.
During this week, teachers of
5th and 6th year students
dedicated part of their class
time to outline some subject
specific study skills. This
ranged from outlining the
structure of the exam paper,
exam strategy, time
management, explaining exam
terminology and breaking down
how to study for particular
topics within that subject.
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360 Degree Tour
This year, as we couldn't hold a traditional open night, we invited a company into
Coláiste De Lacy to create a 3D rendering of our school. This allows the user to take
a 360 degree virtual tour of CDL from the comfort and safety of their own home. On
this tour, users will encounter "Hotspots" in key areas and classrooms of the school.
Once clicked, these 'Hotspots' link to videos that are specific to that subject or area.
These 'hotspot' videos were developed as part of a collaborative process between
CDL students and teaching staff. The videos were co-ordinated by Máistir Talty
and showcase the richness of school life is like in CDL. These pupil centred videos
include: An explanation of the significance of the school crest & tree, an interview
with student council members, numerous student testimonials and of course
students engaging in active learning in subjects that would normally feature on the
traditional open night school tour. The virtual tour is accessible through the
homepage of the school website.

Music Funding
Meath County Council awarded €1,000.00 in funding, supported by Creative Ireland, to Coláiste De
Lacy via the Schools Musical Instrument Purchase Scheme. Recognising the unprecedented effect
public health measures have had on young people’s school experiences, mental health and wellbeing,
this funding allocation will ensure safe music delivery continues in our school.
The Music department is delighted with the award and have great plans to purchase some exciting
new instruments next term.
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Junior Cycle Materials Wood technology
1st year Taster Module
Over the Four-week taster Module students got a very broad experience of Wood Technology
(wood). Students got an accurate taste of the necessary key skills and
in addition many transferable lifelong skills that students will use inside and outside of the
classroom. Within this, students completed two project the Boat and the Pencil Holder.
Below is a sample that exhibits the variety of tasks that students encounter.

2nd Year Wood Technology
Our current second years are our first students
to undertake the new Junior Cycle Graphics
course. This term students in 2nd year were
engaged in a variety of practical tasks. Since
September students have been busy making an
iPad stand, model plane and their latest the
Christmas Candle holder. On the theoretical
side student have been learning about word
science including the growth of trees and the
many environmental impacts trees have, in
preparation for their CBA which will take place
in 2021.
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Junior Certificate Materials Wood technology
Our 3rd year Students have been very busy designing and making their junior certificate
projects. The most popular project this year are artefact to commemorate frontline workers, a
chair side table and a cake stand. The quality of skills is magnificent, and we will look forward
the completed design in early April.

Leaving Cert Construction Studies
5th Construction Studies
Students have been learning about everything from planning permission to the
construction details of walls, window and foundations. In addition to the theory elements of
the course students have been undertaking and perfecting their practical skills test which
will take place in May.
6th Construction Studies
Students in 6th year have had a hectic term designing and making their leaving cert project
that accounts for 25% of their final grade. The leaving cert construction studies project is an
open brief in which student can design and create a project on any aspect of the subject.
This year have a very diverse range of project including furniture, built heritage, building
services and architecture. The hard work and range of skills and craft has been ever present
in class and we really look forward to their completion very soon.
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Technical Graphics and Design and
Communication Graphics
1st year Graphics
Over the four-week taster module
students got a very broad experience of
Junior Cycle Graphic’s. Students
experienced a range of the different topic
they will encounter in Junior cycle
Graphic’s. In the area of 2D graphics and
recognising the impact of graphic, in
which students investigated Logos drew
many famous logos. In the Area of 3D
graphics students looked at the
developments or Nets. We investigated a case studies how knowledge of developments helps
companies like amazon reduce their packaging, thus increasing profits and reducing their
carbon footprint. In addition to board drawing students have been getting a taster for CAD
using TinkerCad on their iPads. TinkerCAd allows students to explore geometry, model their
own designs and then view them with augmented reality.
2nd Year Graphics
Our current second years, are the first cohort to undertake the new Junior Cycle
Graphics course. Within the newly revamped course there is a big emphasises on design,
sketching and CAD. Students have been busy developing their board drawing and
design skills having recently completed their clock project in preparation for CBA 1 after
Christmas. Within this project students were asked to design their unique clock in
which they had conduct a design investigation, create a moods board, high quality
sketches and then create a 3D model of their own in CAD.
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3rd year Technical Graphics
3rd year Technical Graphic students are extremely busy
preparing for their mock exams in February.
Their focus is being able to unlock their visual
understanding while also maintaining a high level of
visual communication.

Junior Cycle Engineering
1st Year Engineering:
During the 4 weeks taster module, the students have been
developing the core practical skills needed to excel if they
choose to continue their studies in this subject for the
remainder of the Junior Cycle. The first-year groups are
very excited coming into Engineering and really develop
their skills.

2nd Year Engineering
Our second-year students are a very enthusiastic group. They started with the egg cup
holder to reinforce their knowledge from first year. They then moved onto the car project
where they could incorporate their own design and allows them to be creative. Students are
currently engaged in a cam and follower project where they further develop their
Engineering knowledge.
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CDL Art
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College Awareness Week 2020
College Awareness Week 2020
CDL celebrated College Awareness Week 2020, through a variety of in-class and
Clann based activities. Our Junior and Senior Cycle students carried out a Career
Investigation based on career interests that each individual student was curious to
learn more about and presented it to their classmates. Students researched various
apprenticeships, Post-leaving Cert courses and Higher Education courses to advance
their own knowledge on the wide variety of entry and exit routes on offer to them.
Caomhnóirs gave all year groups the opportunity to research the Careers Portal
website and navigate through the search links, such as studying abroad, scholarships
and the world of work. A special thank-you to Caoimhe McGovern (Rang Meabh),
Lauren Wilkie (Rang Tara), Matthew Boyle (Rang Gráinne) as well as students from
all year groups, CDL staff and past pupils who were involved in creating, CDL
National Framework of Qualifications iMovie which was shared during Clann time
that week. This piece outlined the NFQ framework and how it supports and promotes
life-long education for learners of any age. Students both past and present along with
members of the CDL staff shared their future qualification aspirations along with the
vast amount of training and experience our staff have completed over the years! We
are looking forward to continue welcoming many guest-speakers both in-house and
on-line over the coming academic year from, IBM, to Google, to the healthcare
sector, to engineering and the creative arts industries, all with the hope of
supporting our local businesses/communities as well as supporting our students in
making informed decisions around subject choice options and further education and
training.
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The Saint Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal was launched in Coláiste De Lacy at the
end of November. Due to Covid-19 this year’s collection has had a different focus. The
focus of this year’s appeal was placed on non-luxury food items, essentially food-items
eaten in the days and weeks after Christmas.
This appeal is demonstrative of our school’s principles - caidreamh dhearfacha and
solas agus soirbheachas. This was a whole school effort, where the entire school
community collaborated in contributing positively to families and individuals who
will struggle in the days and weeks after Christmas. Everyone should be proud of
their efforts. Regardless of the current circumstances surrounding Covid-19, students
and staff have displayed their generosity with the collection. A special thank you to
Caomhnóirí, TY students and staff who helped in the counting, organisation,
promotion and lifting of the food items. Go raibh míle maith agaibh go léir.
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Home Economics Baking and Sowing
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Tráth na gCeist
Ag deireadh mhí na Samhna, ghlac daltaí na céad bliana páirt i dTráth na gCeist. Bhí ceisteanna de
gach saghas sa Tráth na gCeist. Bhí ceisteanna ann bunaithe ar chúrsaí ceoil, spóirt, polaitíochta agus
faisin.
Cé go raibh neart de na ceisteanna dúshlánach agus deacair, d’éirigh go maith le lucht na céad bliana.
Ba léir gur bhain siad an-taitneamh as an ócáid! Maith sibh an Chéad Bhliain!

Rang Ledwidge Christmas cards
3rd year students from Rang Ledwidge created handmade
Christmas cards for care home
residents in our local
nursing home Silverstream in Ratoath. Each student was
given the forename of a resident and sent the cards using
the An Post free postage to care homes initiative. All the
students were extremely excited and enthusiastic about
posting the cards.
“I was happy to have the chance to make someone else’s
day.” Daniel B,Rang Ledwidge
“It was good to make someone smile at Christmas. Not
everyone’s Christmas is happy and joyful, Christmas can be
a sad and lonely time for some people. I felt kind for making
someone’s Christmas special and letting them know we were
thinking of them” Kim S, Rang Ledwidge
“It was a wonderful experience and I really hope it brings
joy to the people who receive our cards” Yemi S, Rang
Ledwidge
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Solas Centre Enterprise
Well done to all of our staff and students in the Solas Centre who
made 120 Christmas logs to raise funds for Saint Vincent de Paul.
Special mention to student Anthony Murphy for directing the
Enterprise.
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Awards
28th
November
CDLCeremony
Christmas
Cards
20202014
Congratulations to Alex Logovenko (Rang
Shannon) (left) on having their Christmas
Card design selected and professionally
printed to send out to incoming students
and our school community. Well done to the
runners up (below): Grace Heneghan (Rang
Moy), Jaran Gabirel, (Rang Liffey) and
Veronika Andrasuka (Rang Yeats). There
were a huge number of talented entries this
year so it was very difficult to select the
successful entries. Thanks to all students
for their participation.
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CDL Virtual Concert
On Wednesday 25th November, TY students in collaboration with the Music department
arranged an outstanding, festive virtual concert. The virtual concerts were recorded for
two care homes in County Meath. We usually visit our local care home to perform
Christmas carols, however, due to the pandemic this year, we decided to record the
concerts and sent them out to the nursing homes in the locality.
The students recited poetry, performed beautiful songs and our hosts read out
personalised messages to residents of the care homes. Thank you to all the staff and
students who collaborated to make this wonderful idea come to life; it brought much joy to
the school. We are incredibly grateful to Maistír Brian who spent hours editing the footage
and creating two masterpieces for us to send out to the care homes in time for Christmas!
We hope the virtual concerts will give the residents and care staff some delight during this
festive season! We look forward to visiting the care homes next year.
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Awards
Ceremony
28th Door
November
2014
CDL
Clann
Christmas
Challenge
Well done to all Clanns who took part in this year’s Clann Christmas Door Challenge.
Each clann used their collaboration and creative skills to come up with some amazing
door decorations to spread some Christmas cheer around the school. Fantastic effort
shown by all! Merry Christmas!!
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CDL Clann Christmas Door Challenge
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Transition
Year
2020/2021
The story so far….

TY Drama
Transition students this year have been busy engaging and
participating in drama class.
Thus far, activities have centred around developing trust,
character development and confidence building. Students have
recently begun performing short scenes in front of an
audience. Students have pushed themselves out of their
comfort zones and are continuously challenging themselves,
persevering and developing as individuals.
Students have also been studying the theoretical components associated with drama with a particular
focus on the film ‘The Pursuit of Happiness’. They have analysed scenes, characters and camera angles
within film. We look forward to further performances in drama class in the New Year. They will also
take part in a Drama workshop provided by Humourfit productions.

An Idirbhliain – Seó Bóthair
Ghlac daltaí na hidirbhliana páirt i Seó Bóthair. Sa seiminéar gréasáin idirghníomhach seo,
d’fhoghlaim na daltaí faoina háiteanna gur féidir leo an Ghaeilge a úsáid agus faoina gcearta teanga.
Bhain na daltaí úsáid as an teicneolaíocht le linn an tseiminéir chun a bheith páirteach i bplé agus
díospóireacht.
Gan amhras, bhí an cheardlann spraíúil, taitneamhach agus nua-aimseartha. D’fhorbair an
cheardlann seo spéis agus suim sna daltaí i leith na Gaeilge. D’éirigh go maith leo agus ba léir gur
bhain siad taitneamh as an gceardlann.

Page 25

Transition
Year
2020/2021
The story so far….

TY Garden design competition
The transition year students in Rang Tara and Meabh engaged with a module designed and delivered
by Inion Murtagh, Inion Nolan and Maistir Freney. In the module students learned about various
aspects of garden design ranging from the use of hard landscape features to use of colour and flowers in
a garden.
This all lead to the Garden design competition. Each student was given an individual task to design
their own garden for a set criteria. The criteria included designing a garden for different individuals
like a young family with children, celebrity, or an elderly couple with grandchildren to name but a
few. The garden designs also had to include a specific feature such as a fire pit, fish or even a
swimming pool! Of course, there had to be a certain level of difficulty involved in the design process also
with each student being given a random budget on which to plan there gardens around. Some got
extremely lucky and had €100,000 whilst others were left with €2,000.
The students created fabulous design ideas for their gardens and portrayed them in numerous different
visual ways from sketching on paper to designing on Minecraft. Thankfully, all students managed to
stay within their budgets and produced some fabulous garden designs that many would be grateful to
have in their own gardens.
Maybe Inion Murtagh, Inion Nolan and Maistir Freney have just inspired a new generation of
Diarmuid Gavins or even a future winner of Bloom Festival!
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Transition
Year
2020/2021
The story so far….

Rang
Meabh

Rang Meabh selected teen discrimination as one of the most
important social issues prevalent in their lives today. They have
decided to work on this issue under the title of "Don't Judge Us
Before You Know Us". They feel that teenagers are judged based
on stereotypes such as hanging out in groups, the clothes they
wear and the misdemeanours of some but not all.
After doing some research and analysis of results from their
questionnaire given to a cohort of students in each year group
they decided they needed to do two things. Their plan is to create
a workshop to educate and inform younger students how to show
respect in order to receive it from the wider public. They are
currently working hard to comprise an interactive but Covid
friendly workshop to help 1st years understand how to deal with
different social interactions with adults in the community.
The second aspect of their plan is to change the perspective some
people have of adolescents by working with some of the adults in
their communities to improve the lives of all and show that not all
young people are 'bad' or 'up to no good'. They have already begun
to do this by taking part in this years virtual concert for the local
nursing homes and donating and helping with the St. Vincent de
Paul drive in the school. Their aim is to give back to the
community, help those in need and hopefully bring a smile to
some faces.
Members of the class have also been in contact with local Cllr
Alan Tobin who is keen to help the students engage with the
community and get involved with current initiatives in the local
area. He is also working on improving amenities and the
provision of public parks in Ashbourne which the students feel is
vital for everyone to enjoy and will give young people a place to go.
They are thoroughly looking forward to continue their project in
the new year.
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Transition
Year
2020/2021
The story so far….

Rang
Tara

Rang Tara’s project is focusing on improving and
promoting positive mental and physical health amongst
young people living in a pandemic.
Rang Tara began their YSI journey through conducting
research and gathering data in relation to mental and
physical health. As a class, TY students conducted a
survey on 1st year students. As expected, the
questionnaires confirmed that Covid-19 has had some
impact on young people’s physical activity. With this data,
gathered and analysed, TY students were further
encouraged to promote positive mental and physical health
amongst the student body. Essentially, they aim to make a
difference in promoting positive mental and physical
health.
In conjunction with the PE department, students decided
to create simple, motivational and informative videos to
uplift and encourage young people to participate in
physical activity, whilst simultaneously promoting positive
mental health. Students are currently very busy working
on these videos which will be sent out to the entire school
community early next year.
Students are also beginning work on creating an
information booklet to promote positive mental and
physical health amongst young people. This booklet sets
out to inspire, motivate and encourage young people to
partake in physical activity, eat healthily and encourage
conversations surrounding mental health. Students are
very busy and look forward to launch early next year!
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Transition Year students took part
in their first block placement in
Term 1. Despite the many
restrictions in place the local
community worked together to give
our student this vital work
experience. Thank you to all of the
businesses who facilitated
placements for our students. See how
some of the students got on.

During the time of my work experience between the dates of the
12th - 16th of October 2020, I had the opportunity to work in the world of
work in a hair salon called “Hair Academy” located on Prussia Street,
Dublin 7.
Over the course of the week, I was busy doing all different type of jobs
throughout the salon. They consisted of helping the manager called
Sharon do the books for her business, help set up the store each
morning, take client’s temperatures and phone numbers due to
Covid-19 as well as answer phone calls and book appointments. To top
that all off, Sharon even taught me how to wash client’s hair
professionally.
I am very grateful for having the opportunity of working in Hair
Academy for the week and it was a great learning experience that gave
me a greater insight of what the world is work is like.
Caoimhe– Rang Meabh
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For my first week of work experience I
attended Artizan Food Co. I have always had
an interest in cooking and baking and did
Home Ec for Junior Cert. Artizan Food Co. is
my auntie’s company. Artizan is a catering
company that caters to the private and
corporate sector. Since I was young, I have
always been interested to learn about the
workings of Artizan and this work experience
placement was a fantastic opportunity to do so.
For the first two days of my placement, I did
online courses. I did the HACCP 1
certification, manual handling awareness,
management of allergens, fire safety and more.
On the third day of my work experience I went into Artizan’s JFK site. I
was given my own uniform, apron and hairnet. I then started my work
experience in the kitchens. I was working alongside Executive Head
Chef Isabelle Kingston. The main tasks I completed were vegetable prep,
organising ingredients and cooking sauces in the frat pan. I learned a lot
of new skills including the proper chopping techniques. I worked from
7:30 to 3:30 on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday.
I really enjoyed my time in Artizan Food Co., and I feel like I learned a
lot. I’m looking forward to my next work placement.
Isabelle– Rang Meabh
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SOAR workshop
The TY year group did a SOAR workshop
on Tuesday the 8th of December. The
workshop started on the second class and
continued for three hours. The workshop
was facilitated by Kevin, Saoirca, Aodghán
and Martin
They talked about feelings throughout the
workshop. They started by introducing
themselves and then they started to talk
about how we’re feeling, they did this by
placing a chair at the top of the room and
saying we had to go on the chair and start singing a song. We sat in silence before they said we
will give three passes if you give usa good reason. Then a couple of people said reasons but they
said no until someone saidt hat they were nervous and then they started to talk about how we
feel scared, nervous and how it is to feel nervous.
Then after we had our break we did an activity, we moved the chairs out of the way and made a
square around the room. They said some statements and if you agreed with the statement you
would take a step in. One of the statements were if you have felt nervous at any point of the
day and we then would see how many took a step forward.
As a result of this workshop we learnt a lot about each other and it was really interesting. It
made us all realise that we should be respectful to everyone because we don’t know what they
are going through in their lives.
Aoibhe– Rang Meabh
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Sports coaching module
Our transitions years have been making the very best of some
trying times. Over the first six months of this academic year
students within transition have been involved a coaching and
leadership programme in conjunction with Donaghmore Ashbourne
GAA. The objective of the course is to provide opportunities for
students to develop their coaching and leadership skill through a series of academic and practical
workshops.
Students learnt the principals of what makes a good leader through the medium of sport.
The programme culminates in a practical assessment where our students had the opportunity
to coach several of their peers in a variety Gaelic skills. In years past we would have been able to coach
primary school students in the locality.
Despite the challenges our students rose to the occasion and impressed the assessor when it came time
to coach. Well done to rang Meabh and the work they put in. A big thank you must go
to Martin Lynch for running the course and to Donaghmore Ashbourne for providing a space indoors on
bad weather days. The next transition year class will start their course in the new year.
Written by: Maistir Burmeister
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Online Concussion Course
We can all appreciate the importance of individual knowledge
when it comes to concussion and sport. Especially when young
athletes are pushing themselves to their limits. As a
potential leader or coach in sports it is vital to
identify potential injury's a player may be going through and
support them from potentially injuring themselves any further after a head impact.
Concussion is one example of that situation. As part of our coaching and leadership module
our students undertook a certified online concussion course to help develop
their understanding of concussion.
This will help support identifying when a concussion may have happened to others or
even potentially to themselves as well as the steps that should be taken afterwards. All
students received a certificate on completion of the course with the second group to start in
the new year.A big thank you must go to ConcussionCoach for facilitating the course and
providing a discount for our school.

SVP talk
During term 1, Rang Meabh and Rang Tara had a talk from St Vincent de Paul.
We talked about what St Vincent de Paul was and what their organisation does
and how it was founded. St Vincent de Paul is a charity organisation that helps
people in need all year around. We found out that a man called Frederick
Ozanam one of the principal founders of St Vincent de Paul founded the charity
organisation in 1844.
Later on in the talk we were spilt into groups and we talked about what social justice is and if you think
we live in a fair society. Social justice is the view that everyone deserves equal economic, political and
social rights and opportunities. Our group then talked about if we think we live in a fair society and we
came to the conclusion that it kind of depends on where your from and how you act to be treated fairly in
society. Overall I liked the talk and I found the talk interesting.
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IBM P-tech courses
CDL TY students are participating in a very exciting digital programme called
OPEN P-TECH during their computing class. OPEN P-TECH was created by
IBM to help young people and educators learn the basics in topics including
cybersecurity, artificial intelligence and cloud computing, as well as soft skills.
The aim of P-Tech is to enable students to gain highly relevant workplace skills
such as collaboration, communication and creativity as well as professional and
technical skills.
The digital coursework includes videos, readings and classroom activities.
There's a "recommended learning" display that provides collections or "channels" of activities that have
been curated by learning professionals. Students can subscribe to the channels, which cover
professional skills, career paths and learning concepts such as design thinking. As students' complete
lessons, they have an option of pursuing digital badges, which can be added to their social profiles and
used in CVs.
IBM awarded our TY students with a pizza party on Friday the 18th of December for having the
highest participation rate in Europe for this programme.

Drum Workshop

On Wednesday the 2nd of Decemner, The Transition Year students
took part in a drum workshop. In the workshop we played instruments
like the bongos, djembe, cow bell and many more. We learned to keep
rhythm and timing before we started learning a song together with an
array of instruments. The group was broken down into subsections and
each section had a different beat and instrument. We played a few
different beats together before the big finale with all the instruments
together. It was good fun to play all the different instruments and
creating decent sounding music together. We all really enjoyed it.
Cia– Rang Meabh
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TY Engineering and DCG
TY Engineering:
The Transition year students have been very busy in the Engineering
room. They were given the task to make a phone holder, where they
have shown excellent work.

TY DCG:
The Transition years were given the task to design their dream room.
They had to research the measurements of what they are putting into the room and scale it
down. It is clear to see a lot of time and effort was put in which led to excellent designs.

TY Science week
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Astronomy talk
Transition year students from Rang Meabh and Rang Tara attended a
personal science week talk given by astronomer David Moore on
Thursday, the 5th of November 2020.
Over the course of the talk, transition year students were amazed about
the information astronomer David Moore was teaching. Moore thought
the students all about astronomy Ireland, the planets and their moons in
our solar system and he shared to the class which moon was his favourite
and why.
In addition to all of that, David Moore gave all the attending students a
copy of the new astronomy Ireland magazine.
All the transition year students would like this opportunity to thank
David Moore for his time and expertise about astronomy and they hope
to see him in the future.

Personal safety workshop
Transition year students from Rang Meabh and Rang Tara attended a
personal safety workshop given by Alex Walsh on the 18th of November.
Over the course of the day, we listened to him talk about his life and tell
us important stories. We also learned very valuable self-defence
techniques.
The workshop started off with Alex introducing himself and then telling
us about his life and different experiences he has been through. He then
opened up the discussion to the class and we all engaged in a very
interesting conversation. After all of this Alex taught us different
self-defence skills and techniques.
This was very enjoyable workshop. Using the pads to learn different
kicks and punches was fun, but most importantly it was valuable, as
things we learned and talked about will help us for the rest of our lives.
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“De News”
Although we have worked on many projects this year, there is one project which we worked on
throughout Term 1 and Term 2. In this project Rang Meabh from TY, worked on creating a mini news
broadcasting channel for the school.
Throughout this project and its various episodes posted on the school Twitter, the whole class was able to
get involved and work together to make it a success. We made segments talking about study tips, work
experience and created our own CDL versions of “I’m a Celebrity” and the “Late Late Toy Show”.
Students from all year groups as well as many teachers got involved in lots of different episodes. Rang
Tara will take over “De News” in the New Year and we look forward to seeing the episodes that they
produce.

TY Music
Some of the TYs had music for their first module. We
learned how to play the ukulele. We started off learning
the four main chords- C, F, AM. Once we learned how to
play all the different chords, we started to learn the song
Ode to Joy.
After we learned that we moved onto copyright laws and
how many cases there are in the music industry of
copyright infringement. We made a PowerPoint on
copyright infringement and the biggest cases in the world.
We also looked at the story of our lives through music.
Overall it was a really enjoyable module.
Tiagh– Rang Meabh
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Student Enterprise Programme
Both Transition Year classes take part in Enterprise class once a
week. The purpose of this class is for students to create their own
product or service and sell it to the public. Students take the
Student Enterprise Programme with help from the Local
Enterprise Office. Despite current restrictions the TY students
have rised to the challenge and have created a varied range of
different products which are currently being sold. We looked
forward to seeing how they get on in the competition in the New
Year.

TY Math
This term rang Meabh took part in a project to build their own
Board Game/Card Game based around Probability. There
were many steps that went into achieving this, culminating in
an afternoon where some of the students tested out their
games on their peers. I am extremely impressed with the
effort, creativity and perseverance that went into creating
these games. Thank you to all of you at home who supported
your child with this project. I heard some lovely stories from
our creators, where parents and/or siblings were sitting down
at home playing the games together. If there are things to be
learned from recent times, they are that time spent with our
loved ones is precious, and that we can be resourceful and
imaginative to find a way to entertain ourselves during challenging
times. Congratulations once again to everyone involved and have a restful and happy
holiday. -Máistir O Donoghue

Go raibh míle maith agaibh!
The main office is closed until 6th January 2021
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Coláiste De Lacy
Killegland, Ashbourne, Co Meath.
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