Letter 7: Government Decisions regarding Phased Reopening of Schools (22nd Feb – 12th April 2021)
25th February 2021
Dear Parent/Guardian and Staff Member,
We hope that you and your family are doing well. The days are getting longer, the spring-time temperatures are
increasing, and hopefully the Covid-19 case numbers are decreasing so there is some hope that we are pushing
through these difficult times. Another positive is that most of the students who have access to our Solas Centre
returned this week and we are delighted to welcome them back. We have missed all of our students!
We recently surveyed our students and staff on their experience of remote teaching and learning. The results of
the survey were extremely positive and the general consensus is that live streaming and the use of MS Teams
has been very beneficial. We are still analysing all results and will respond appropriately where we identify an
opportunity to improve the experience of both students and staff. However, we appreciate how hard everyone
is working and we thank everyone for their ongoing efforts and respectful engagement online. Hopefully, this
won’t be for too much longer.
As you are aware, the Government has announced a phased return to school for post-primary students (please
see letter from Minister of Education on school website and Appendix A). They have also made announcements
with regard to state examinations 2021. We are writing to you today to provide information on how we will
implement the Department of Education’s (hereafter referred to as the DE) guidance over the coming weeks.
We will also provide some resources for you at the end of this letter, including:
 A copy of the letter from the Minister for Education to parents/guardians (dated 24 th February 2021)
(on school website and also at Appendix A)
 A copy of the graphics/resources that are available for parents on gov.ie/backtoschool (see Appendix
B)
 A sample parental declaration form for students returning to schools (see Appendix C, a link will be
texted to each parent in advance of each year group returning)
 A copy of the Leaving Certificate Timetable for State Exams 2021 (see Appendix D and
www.examinations.ie )
Schools have been given assurances that it is safe to reopen; ‘’Public Health has confirmed in discussion with DE
and stakeholder representatives that while the Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) is keeping risk
mitigation measures in general under review in the context of emerging new variants that the infection control
and prevention measures in place for schools since September are still considered highly effective for risk
mitigation against transmission of COVID-19. The HPSC has not advised any change in the infection prevention
and control measures in the context of the new variants. However, they emphasise the importance of rigorous
adherence by members of the school community to existing measures’’ (DE, 2021). The school has reviewed the
Covid-19 Risk Assessment and the Covid-19 Response Plan in accordance with DE guidance, for example; medical
grade masks where appropriate, increased ventilation, parental declarations, updated Return to Work forms for
staff…etc.
Please note that the DE framework for phased reopening is subject to continual review and public health advice.
At the time of writing this letter, we still await a lot of clarification from the DE on a number of issues. The return
of students to school without full staff and supports will be challenging. Nonetheless, we are looking forward to

welcoming our sixth year students back on Monday 1st March 2021. We hope that they will be followed soon
after by other year groups.
Please note the following:
 The schools Covid-19 Response Plan & Risk Assessment have been updated to reflect the latest guidance
 Students with access to the Solas Centre have returned to school since Monday 22nd February 2021
 Leaving Certificate (Sixth Year) students will return to normal timetabled lessons in school from Monday
1st March 2021. All students will receive a refresher of Covid-19 Induction upon their return. All students
must fully adhere to Covid-19 Response Plan and wear their masks inside and outside the school
 Students must sanitise their hands regularly throughout the day and maintain physical distancing, even
outside on yard
 All parents and guardians must complete a HPSC Declaration Form before their son/daughter returns
to school (see Appendix C for sample). A link to this form has already been sent to 6th year
parents/guardians. It is imperative that you complete this before the students return date. The school
needs time to cross check data. Students will be denied entry without the declaration so please ensure
that it is completed before Monday 1st March 2021
 The school must be informed in writing if a sixth year student is NOT returning to school on 1st March
2021. Please email the school at colaistedelacy@lmetb.ie if your son/daughter is not returning
 All students should bring a packed lunch as the school canteen provider has not yet confirmed when
they will recommence service
 Students should wear their school jackets to school each day as windows will need to be kept open for
increased ventilation. The room temperatures will be monitored closely by staff to minimise over/under
heating of rooms
 All school transport queries should be referred to Bus Éireann
 If/when it is confirmed that fifth year students will be returning on 15th March 2021, then a link will be
texted to all fifth year parents/guardians the week before to complete the HPSC declaration
 Information videos about the reopening of schools have been published for parents and guardians on
gov.ie/back to school
 https://youtu.be/hg2wRiXXSpc
 https://youtu.be/69fIzlMXrMM
 Information about the Accredited Grades for LC 2021 is available in the document; ‘’A Guide to State
Examinations and Accredited Grades for Leaving Certificate 2021’’ which can be found at the following
link: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/81e76-a-guide-to-state-examinations-and-accredited-gradesfor-leaving-certificate-2021/
 An information video about the Leaving Certificate 2021 has been published by the Department of
Education (see https://youtu.be/EsbnfP9yGQI)
 Although the DE have announced that the Junior Cycle State Examinations in June 2021 have been
cancelled, alternative assessment and reporting will take place. All third year students need to maintain
engagement and expect alternative assessments in the coming months. The Year Head will address this
with all third year students at an assembly next week. We are awaiting clarification from the DE on how
assessment data will be considered and reported for third year students in 2021. We will communicate
with parents/guardians once we receive information
 Year Heads will hold assemblies with each year group in the coming week, starting with sixth year and
third year students next week
 Remote teaching and learning will continue for all other year groups on Monday 1st March 2021 until
further notice (current expected return date is 12th April 2021)
 During school closure, it is absolutely imperative that students and staff continue to follow their
school timetable (2020-2021) including breaks and lunchtimes
 Please do not send your son/daughter to school if they have any of the following:





The DE has asked schools to advise students and staff that they must ‘’cooperate with any public health
officials and the school for contact tracing purposes and follow any public health advice in the event of
a case or outbreak in the school’’
The DE has also asked schools to communicate to parents/guardians that ‘’there should be no
congregation outside schools during this phase or at any stage. Requests to engage with staff should be
made through the school and will be provided by telephone or online’’. Contact can be made with the
school by calling 01 5241075 or emailing colaistedelacy@lmetb.ie only. Walk-ins to the office are not
permitted at present.

We have come so far and the end is in sight. We miss seeing all of our students and staff! However, we are
confident that we can reopen the school safely with everyone’s co-operation, support and understanding.
Sincere thanks and appreciation to you all! Please stay safe and communicate with us if we can assist in any way!
Kind regards,
Janice Uí Bheoláin (Principal) & Barry O’Higgins (Deputy Principal)
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