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The 23rd of October 2017 was a special day for Coláiste De Lacy in Ashbourne, as it marked their first 15 -a-side 

triumph in boys Gaelic football. A panel of 30 travelled to Dunganny to compete in the Oliver Coogan Memorial 

Shield  with more a sense of hope rather than expectancy. As a new school, the pool of players is currently much 

smaller in CDL than most of the schools that it has to compete with. Over the last four years a lot of hard work 

has been put in and the school has been on the receiving end of some real hammerings, but credit to the panel this 

year they came back and were determined not to be the whipping boys anymore. Numbers at training increased, 

with the aid of an excellent bunch of first years, the wheel seemed to be turning.  

On the day CDL played Beaufort College, Navan in the opening fixture. In a nervy first half both teams made loads 

of mistakes but the St. Vincent's man and captain; Gary Tuite proved the difference between the teams with his    

ability to win turnovers and launch counter attacks. Conor Early, Karl Cannon and Harry Brennan McMahon found 

their shooting boots in the second half and CDl had their first win on the board; 2 -3 to 0 -0. 

Next up were Athboy C.S., who were physically much stronger. However, a combination of Ashley Hollowayõs      

excellent kick outs and Killian Mc Graneõs ability to win breaks for CDl gave them a foothold in the game. Harry 

Brennan McMahon lit up the second half and in the dying moments of the game the tireless Luke Keena popped up 

with the insurance point to ensure a place in the final: 1 -9 to 1 -7. 

In the final Coláiste na hlnse, Bettystown were the opponents and a hard hitting final it was. Both teams competed 

wholeheartedly for every ball, but a flat CDL trailed by three points at half time. Once again it was Gary Tuite who 

stood up for the men from Ashbourne, despite being involved in a heavy collision, the Ardcath man led by example 

to turn the tide. He was helped by the teak tough Sean Watson and Adam Keena. Midfield dynamo; Mark Murray 

popped up with two late goals to secure the shield and the final whistle was greeted with pure joy from the men 

from CDl: 4 -6 to 2 -4. 

Team managers John Mc Guinness and Conor Brennan would like to thank Donaghmore -Ashbourne and in particular 

Martin Lynch (GPO) for their help. For a school with just over 300 students to win this shield and have 3 teams 

entered in the Leinster post primary league this year is a testament to the hard work that has gone in by the staff 

and students of CDL.  
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The office will be closed from 12:30 on  

Friday 22nd December 2017.  

It will reopen with at 08:30 on Monday 

8th January 2018.  

 F§ilte roimh M§istir ĎõhUig²nn 

M§istir ĎõhUig²nn brings significant experience from a number of schools in LMETB in which he worked 

over the past 15 years. Having a broad and varied level of expertise as a teacher and also in a manage-

ment capacity as a Special Duties Teacher, Assistant Principal and Deputy Principal, he brings a strong 

knowledge base with him to Coláiste De Lacy.  

As well as his experience in the classroom as a teacher of Science and Maths, he was on secondment to 

the Teacher Education Section of the Department of Education with the Professional Development     

Service for Teachers (PDST). Here he fulfilled the role of lead advisor for the Sciences and the Leaving 

Certificate Applied Programme offering support to schools, teachers and school leaders.  

More recently he held the position of Deputy Principal in Ratoath College where he led a number of    

projects involving the integration of technology into the learning environment through the use of iPad and 

òSchoologyó the Virtual Learning Environment as well as leading teacher induction for newly qualified 

teachers.  

 

òI am delighted to be a part of the CDL team. I feel that the hard work and 

commitment Iníon Corrigan and the fantastic team of teachers have put in to 

the Coláiste up to this point has paid great dividends. In establishing a calm and 

safe environment in which our students can flourish we are well positioned to 

offer them an engaging and dynamic learning experience here in Coláiste De 

Lacy. Here we will work together towards unlocking their potential to become 

resilient, creative and resourceful young individualsó  
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ôõWhen I first came into school I was so 

scared to see what it would be like but 

after a while I loved it. School is so fun. 

I love the Art and Roboticsõõ. 

(Tyrone, 1st Yr)  

ôõI had a really good first term because I got a really 

good clann, the canteen opened, I joined school 

rugby and its funõõ 

(Caolán, 2nd Yr) 

ôõI really liked dressing up for Halloween 

and we got the canteenõõ 

(Kayleigh, 2nd Yr)  

ôõTerm 1 was exciting in many different ways. I 

made new friends, learned new things in all 

different subjects & found new subjects I 

didn't think I would like. School is really        

enjoyable and I enjoy trying my bestõõ 

(Éabha, 1st Yr)  

 ôõI was quite nervous starting  

secondary school but the first two 

days were very welcoming. I joined 

debating which I now really enjoy. 

I settled in pretty quickly. I met 

lots of nice people and I joined a 

clubõõ 

(Béibhinn, 1st Yr)  

ôõThe canteen opened. My clann is great. I studied 

well for my examsõõ 

(Adam, 2nd Yr)  

ôõIn term 1 I started school in Col§iste De Lacy. I felt really 

welcome at my new school. We got put into Rangs and our 

Clanns and our lockers. That was good but it took a while 

to get used to. We started Enrichment and I really liked 

it. We even dressed up for Halloweenõõ 

(Cia, 1st Yr)  

ôõTerm 2 got harder than Term 1 with all 

the Xmas exams and trying to balance 

hobbies,   studying & homework. But I like 

the Christmas spirit in the schoolõõ 

(Karl, 1st Yr)  

ôõI went to loads of GAA matches.  

We dissected a lambõs heart and it was really 

cool. It was a bit weird looking at the start 

but you got used to it towards the end of 

the dissection. And when we dressed up 

for Halloween that was really funnyõõ. 

(Paddy, 1st Yr)  

ôõFor Science Week we did an egg drop from the top of 

the red stairs. We studied for all our tests and 

they were still pretty hard. I finished Home Ec 

and History then moved onto Woodwork and  

Metalwork. The school has been decorated for Xmas 

and looks beautiful õõ 

(Billy, 1st Yr)  

ôõAll the older students are so niceõõ 

(Robyn, 1st Yr)  

ôõWe won our first trophy with the school foot-

ball team which was great and we were  

unlucky in the semi -finals in Basketballõõ 

(Eoin, 3rd Yr)  

ôõWe played a lot of matches and we were  

successful. We won the shield in football and 

we got to the semi -final in Basketball so 

hard work pays offõ 

(Mark 3rd Yr)  

ôõThe egg drop challenge for Science Week was 

very fun. I got to know my Clann an awful 

lot better which is great. Things like that 

are a great chance to relax and have a 

break from studyõõ 

(Ellen, 3rd Yr)  



Nuachtlitir Chol§iste De Lacy Page 4 

Memories of Term 1 & 2  


