Parents Guide to State Exams
2017-2018

General Introduction
Dear Parents and Guardians,
We complied this booklet as a guide to the state exams. We recognise that for
many of you, this may be your first child to go through the state exams and/or the
new Junior Cycle Schools Award (JCSA). We appreciate that the next few months
can be a very stressful time for our exam students and their families.
The following pages contain some practical advice, general information and
subject specific assessment information. In particular, we have a FAQ section
which we hope may address many of your concerns/questions.
Please do not hesitate to contact the school should you have any specific queries
that are not addressed by this guide.
For more information about any of the subjects, state exams, Junior Cycle Schools
Award….etc. just go to the following websites:


www.curriculumonline.ie



www.examinations.ie



www.juniorcycle.ie



www.education.ie

May we take this opportunity to wish your son/daughter the very best of luck in
their exams and to remind them to listen to their Growth Mindset voice and just
do their best.
Le gach dea-ghuí,
Iníon Corrigan (Príomhoide) & Máistir O’Higgins (Leas Príomhoide)
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Will my Son/Daughter get an actual qualification; Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement?
Yes, the Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement replaces the old Junior Certificate from
last year. The piece of paper that your son/daughter receives in September is only a
statement of provisional results. The main award is the JCPA (Junior Cycle Profile of
Achievement) which students receive before Christmas.
The JCPA will show the following:


Results for old Subjects on the old Curriculum (using the traditional grading
system)



Results of the new English Specification (new grading system, combination of
actual exam from June (90%) and Written Assessment Task (10%))



Results for two Classroom Based Assessments in English



And Other Learning Experiences that your son/daughter has engaged in during their Junior Cycle.



Future years will also show Short Courses but not for this year group.

A sample JCPA is shown on the next page. Each JCPA is unique to the student and
should be kept safe as it is a national qualification.

When will the results JCSA results be released?
The exact plans for the release of JCSA results for 2018 have not yet been decided
by the DES. In 2017, provisional results were released to schools in mid-September.
The Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement were not distributed until December 2017
(after the completion of all appeals). The DES provided schools with JCPA templates
in mid-December and schools had to complete them for students by January 2018.
Schools in general were very unhappy about the long gap between provisional and
actual results, however, the arrangements for 2018 are unknown at present.
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What are is the difference between the new and the old Grading Systems?
English is the first subject being examined in the reformed Junior Cycle Schools
Award. A revised grading system applies to English from 2017 onwards. This will be
rolled out to other subjects as they are revised. This means that this year, the grading system that applies to English and that which applies to all other subjects will be
different. For 2018, both sets of grades will be used and represented on the JCPA;
the new descriptors for Junior Cycle English and the old grades for all other subjects. This format will continue until 2021 when all subjects will have been revised
and only the new descriptors (grades) will be used.
The following table provides an explanations of the current/old and revised grading
system for the Junior Cycle Schools Award.

Old Grading System

New Grading System
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Do the students wear their uniforms for the exams?
Yes. Students must wear their normal school uniform for their exams.
This eliminates the concern of what to wear each day for students.

Do the students have to stay for the full duration of each exam?
No. The State Examinations Commission allow students to leave after 30 minutes
of each exam.
However…….we strongly recommend that students stay for the full duration.
Students will have to sign a roll as they leave and their exit time will be recorded.
Parents can request this information about this son/daughter from the school by
calling the office. We expect parents to fully support the school in ensuring that
students stay in for the full duration of the exam.
There is a strong correlation between students who leave early and poor
performance.

Do the students have to collected and signed out when they are finished?
No. Students can leave the school ground without being collected for the duration
of the exams.

What happens if a student is late?
The student will not be allowed in to the exam if they are late.

Can my son/daughter stay in the school if they have to wait on a bus?
Yes. Room 7 will be open for students to study in silence if they must wait on a bus.
However, CDL is not in a position to provide constant supervision during the exams
and so any student who does not study in silence will have to leave. The campus
will be locked at 5pm each day.
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Do the buses run at normal school times during the exams?
No. The bus times and routes change during the exams. Bus Eireann reduce the
number of buses and combine routes. The times vary each day but follow the
Leaving Certificate exam timetable as the LC exams run later than the JCSA exams.
Drivers will inform the students of collection times each day. Further information
can be sought from the School Transport section of Bus Eireann.

Does the Code of Conduct apply during the state exams?
Yes. Completely, as do other school policies such as the Substance Misuse Policy.

What time do the students have to be in at?
Students should arrive at least 15 minutes before each
exam and wait in the designated areas away from the
exam centres.
All students must be present for a meeting with the
SEC Superintendents at 9:00am on the morning of the
first exam. It is imperative that students are on time.
CDL will provide a breakfast for all exam students at
8:15am on the morning of Wednesday 7th June 2018.

Can students change their subject level on the day of the exam?
No. The SEC send the exact number of papers to schools based on data provided to
them in March. In exceptional circumstances where a student needs to change the
level of their paper, the student should discuss this with their subject teacher. If it is
also the professional opinion of the teacher that they should change levels, then
the parents/guardians should write a letter to the Principal/Deputy Principal
requesting that such a change be made.
Such requests should be received before the end of May so that the SEC can get
papers to the school. No changes will be possible on the day of the exam.
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What do students need for the exams?


Calculator for Maths (Casio Fx-83 GT PLUS or Casio fx85 GT PLUS are recommended (Statistics functions better for LC))



Maths set for Maths Paper 1& 2



Drawing equipment and masking tape for Tech Graphics



Piece (~30cm) of string for Geography (not mandatory)

Log Tables (containing the Periodic Table of Elements will be provided by the SEC).

Will the school canteen be open during the state exams?
No, the canteen will close at the end of the normal school year and will reopen in
August.

What should I do if my son/daughter is sick during the state exams?
Inform the school. Unfortunately, the SEC do not facilitate repeat exams for
students who miss them due to illness.

What happens if my son/daughters phone goes off during the state exams?

The SEC Superintendent will confiscate the phone and it will be sent in the envelope
with the exam scripts to the SEC centre in Athlone. Parents would have to contact
the SEC to retrieve the phone.

How can I support my son/daughter during the state exams?
Just keep doing what you normally do! Encourage them to do their best and to
nurture their growth mind-set…...they don’t know how well they can do if they face
each challenge head on and don’t leave early! Make sure they get enough sleep.
Give them some space! It only lasts three weeks.
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Assessment of JC English
English was the first subject to be revised to the new specification in 2014. The
assessment for English consists of three parts:


2 x Classrooms Based Assessments (2nd & 3rd Yr) (marked separately by
teacher), a Written Assessment Task (10%) (already completed in Dec), and a
written exam in June (90%)

Students completed their two Classroom Based Assessments; one in 2nd year and
one in 3rd year, during class time.
The Written Assessment Task in 3rd year is based on an analysis and response by
students to their own pieces of classwork; how they had worked on their writing
and how they made it better through corrections, revisions and editing it. The
remaining 90% of the exam is then completed during the State Exams in June.
Students should use the notes given to help support their study for this exam.

Assessment of JC Mathematics


Terminal exam in June consisting of two papers



Students need to bring their own scientific calculator (Casio Fx-83 GT PLUS
or Casio fx85 GT PLUS are recommended (Statistics functions better for LC))
and a maths set (protractor, set squares, compass, ruler...etc.)



Log Tables are provided by the SEC

Assessment of JC Science


Coursework A: worth 10%, consists of the write up of all mandatory
experiments during 1st to 3rd year (in their lab copy). Students needs to
submit their lab copies to their Science Teacher for inspection by SEC during
exams



Coursework B: worth 25%, two prescribed experiments completed after
February midterm and written up in a special SEC booklet



A final written exam in June worth the remaining 65%

All Coursework A & B must be completed by the 27th April 2018.
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Assessment of JC Irish
The assessment of Irish at Junior Cycle is comprised of three
main parts; an aural (listening exam), an oral expression test
(spoken exam) and a written exam. The aural and written exam
take place on the same day during the state exams in June. The
award of marks for each of the assessment parts is shown below.
Ordinary Level

Higher Level

Reading Comprehension

120

40

Contextualised Language Tests (Grammar)

n/a

20

Written Expression

80

50

Literary Prose

n/a

30

Poetry

30

Letter

30

Listening Comprehension (aural exam)

40

40

Oral Expression Test

160

160

Total Marks

400

400

Oral Expression Test
The oral part of the exam takes place in the spring time and has already taken place
for your son/daughter. As shown above, the oral carries a substantial amount of
marks (40%) so it is important that students practise their spoken language as much
as they can; at home as part of homework each evening and in conversation, wherever possible. This is of benefit to them when they sit in front of the examiner. The
oral exam should be thought of as a conversation in Irish and covers the following
topics:


Mé Féin (myself), Mo Chlann (my family), M’Áit Chónaithe (where I live), Mo
Scoil (my school), Mo Caitheamnh Aimsire (my hobbies) and Mo Laethanta
Saoire (my holidays).
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Assessment of JC Spanish
The exam is broken into three parts: Oral, Aural (Listening) and Reading/Writing.
The Oral exam took place this week. The oral consists of general conversation and
two role plays which students have learned in advance. The oral is worth 20% of the
overall grade for Spanish.
The Aural (Listening) exam and the Reading/Writing exam take place on the same
day during the official exams timetabled in June. The Aural takes place first and will
last 40 minutes. It is worth 35% of the total grade. Once this is finished students
begin the Reading/Writing exam immediately. It includes reading comprehension
pieces to be answered in English and then a written expression section where
students translate numbers and sentences into Spanish followed by writing a letter
to a pen-pal about a given list of topics. This written exam lasts 1 hour and 50
minutes and is worth 45% of the overall grade for Spanish.
To write their answers, students need a blue or black pen. It is not recommended to
answer in pencil. Dictionaries are not allowed.

Assessment of JC French
French Aural examination is worth 140 marks out of the total 400 marks.(35%) This
examination lasts approx. 35/40 minutes. There are 5 sections to this examination.
Read the questions first as they will give you a good indication of the subject. Always
try to write an answer for each question.
French Oral examination is worth 80 marks out of 400 (20%). This examination lasts
approx. 10 minutes. This includes answering a series of general questions followed
by 2 role play tasks.
French Written examination is worth 180 marks out of the total 400 marks.(45%)
This includes nine Reading Comprehensions (100 marks) and two Written Expression
pieces - postcard/note/message and a letter (80 marks). You should spend approx.
60 minutes on the comprehensions, 25 minutes on the informal letter and 15
minutes on the postcard/note/message (whichever appears on the paper).
Students should write in pen so writing is clearly visible to the examiner. If they
make a mistake, simply cross out the mistake and rewrite the word. No dictionaries
allowed.
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Assessment of JC CSPE
The assessment of CSPE consists of two parts; a project and a written exam. The
project is worth 60% and is completed during 2nd/3rd year. This assessment is a
written report on their class project. Students write up their individual reports in an
Action Project Booklet, provided by the SEC. This is then sent away to be assessed
and the result is included in their overall grade on their JCPA. The deadline for
submission of the Action Project Booklet is the week before the Easter Holidays.
The remaining 40% of the grade is made up of a written final exam in June.

Assessment of JC Geography
There is only one exam for Geography which is a written exam. This lasts 2 hours
during the official exams timetabled in June.
It is divided into two sections: Section 1 - Folder and Section 2. Section 1 consists of
twenty short questions, all of which must be answered. This is worth 40% of the
total marks. Section 2 consists of five long questions, of which, students choose
three. This is worth 60% of the total marks for Geography.
Students need to bring a blue or black pen to write their answers. For the map/
photograph question they need a pencil, 30cm ruler and a rubber. Colours such as
colouring pencils are recommended but are not a necessity. A piece of string
(approx. 30cm or longer) may also be brought into the exam. Students may also
need to do some small calculations so it is recommended to bring a calculator.

Assessment of JC History

The assessment for History is just one written exam in June that lasts 2.5 hours for
Higher Level and 2 hours for Ordinary Level. Students need to being a blue or black
pen to write their answers. For Higher level, there are 6 sections: Picture Documents, Short Questions , People in History, Source Questions and Long Questions.
For Ordinary Level, there are 4 sections; Picture Documents, Short Questions, and
People in History.
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Assessment of JC Technical Graphics
The Technical Graphics is a 3 hour exam at higher level and a 2.5 hour at ordinary
level. Both exams are divided into ‘Section A’ and ‘Section B’. Section A takes the
form of 10 short answer questions which range over every topic within the syllabus.
Section B are the long answer question where students are required to answer any 4
out of a possible 6 questions. As Technical graphics is a 100% exam bases, each
student should spend 35 minutes on each question.
Equipment needed:
2H, H, HB pencils
4 colouring pencils
60/30 & 45 degree set square
T Square
Protractor
Compass
Rubber
Pencil sharpener

Assessment of JC Home Economics
There are three parts to the Home Economics assessment; a written exam, a craft
project and a Practical Culinary (cooking) exam. The practical exam will take place
before 20th April and is worth 35% of the overall result. An SEC examiner visits the
school to assess the practical. It is a two hour practical exam where the students
prepare ingredients, cook dishes, clean up the work unit, and evaluate their work.
Students are given recipes for two/three dishes to make two weeks before their
practical exam so that they can write up their brief (report) in advance and practise
making their dishes. The students are required to bring in their ingredients, but the
equipment needed will be provided by in the Home Economics room. Students can
bring in their own serving dishes if they wish, however, they are the students
responsibility.
The Craft Projects and folder/scrapbook (worth 15%) are completed and in the
school, these will be examined with the practical culinary exam.
For the written exam, students are advised to bring pens, colouring pencils, normal
pencils, ruler, rubber and a calculator.
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Assessment of JC Music
The Performance/Practical exam for Music takes place in April. The exact date is to
be announced but the last possible date is 20th April 2018. An external examiner
visits from the SEC to assess the students. Students will know the date two weeks in
advance. The performance/practical takes place during the school day and students
are allocated a time. It involves the performance of 4 pieces of music of the students
choice and an unprepared element (sight-reading or rhythm clap-back). The
performance/practical exam is worth 25% of the overall grade for this subject. It is
recommended that students should practise daily and perform their pieces to as
many people as possible to get rid of possible nerves on the day of the exam.
The written exam in June is worth 75% of the overall grade. Students are assessed
on their listening (Set C), Irish Music, Dictation, Melody Writing, Harmony and a
prepared General Study. Students have finished the course material and are now
revising, completing practice questions and preparing for the Performance/Practical
exam. Timing is everything for the written exam and students are encouraged to
practice questions using strict time constraints.

Assessment of JC Business Studies
There are two written exams for Higher Level Business Studies:


Paper 1 (2.5 hours in duration)



Paper 2 (2 hours in duration)

There is only one exam for Ordinary Level Business Studies which is 2.5 hours long.
All student need a calculator, red pen, blue/black pen, ruler and rubber.

Assessment of JC Art, Craft & Design
There are two parts to the assessment for Art, Craft & Design:


Project (300 marks)



Drawing exam (100 marks)

There is no terminal written exam in June for this subject.
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Assessment of JC Art, Craft & Design
1.

Project (300 marks)

The project part of the Art assessment is completed during the school year. Each
student is given an exam paper (which can be accessed on www.examinations.ie)
and chooses a theme to base their project on. This theme is developed throughout
the year. The students make a painting, a print and a 3D piece.
The deadline for the submission of the project is 1st May 2018.

The following table outline the awarding of marks for each section of the project:
Part A: Paint

Part B: Print

Preparatory Sheet for Painting

50

Support Study Sheet for Painting

10

Painting

40

Preparatory Sheet for Print

50

Print

40

Part C: 3D Piece Preparatory Sheet for 3D Piece

50

3D Piece

40

Support Study Sheet for Print and 3D Piece

20

Total Marks

2.

300

Drawing Exam (100 marks)

The students will complete a drawing exam in May once the project has been submitted. The dates and times for these will be announce after Easter. There are two
sections in the drawing exam and the awarding of marks is shown below.
Life Drawing (People)

1.5 hours

50

Still Life (Objects)

1 hour

50

Total Marks

100

This means that the assessment for Art, Craft & Design will be finished before the
written exams in June.
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Assessment of JC Materials Technology Wood
Assessment Requirements
Practical Project (130 marks): Students are given a choice of 3 thematic projects for their Junior
Certificate MTW project. From this choice, students will pick 1 that most aligns with their
interest to a particular theme. Students are then required to design a solution predominantly out of wood that meets all the constraints of their chosen brief. The manufacture of
the wooden artefact can only be worked on during class time in CDL’s dedicated MTW
room.

Portfolio (70 marks): The portfolio is a document that is typed up on Microsoft Word in conjunction with the design and manufacturing process of the practical project. All students
have been given the headings for each aspect that is required within the portfolio. Manageable and achievable targets have been set out to aid students with the workload and their
time management skills. Portfolio work can be completed at home and parents/guardians
will be made aware if their child/children are not keeping up with the manageable and
achievable targets.
**Deadline for the Practical Project and Portfolio will be before April 28th 2018. This will be worth

66% of students overall grade. The remaining 44% will be assessed from the Exam in June **
Exam in June ~ 2 Hours
Section A (40 marks)
This section is called the short answer section. Here, students will be required to answer 16 out
of 20 questions. Students should not spend more than 30 minutes on this section. Students
will be well practiced in this exam environment prior to their exam in June. Time management skills during the exam is key to maximise students overall marks.
Section B (60 marks)
This is the long answer section. Students will have the option to answering 3 out of 6 questions.
Each question should not take more than 30 minutes. Again, students will be well aware of
the associated exam tips prior to the exam. If a student has time to answer 4 questions they
will only be graded on their best 3 questions.
Equipment Requirements
Students will need the following equipment to complete the exam:
Pencils – 2H, H & HB, Colouring pencils, Set squares (60/30 & 45), T - Square, Calculator,
Protractor, Rubber, 2 good quality felt tip pens
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